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democracy. That is to say, at a time when it is impera-
tive that the world-situation should be understood in
terms of good and evil, when the realization on the
national scale that 'the wages of sin is death' is the
condition of salvation, not only is the religious con-
sciousness completely decayed, but the practical means
of giving expression to the moral conscience of the
nation is seriously impaired.

This is to take^an ethical or religious view of recent
history.   Common to Right and Left to-day is the
assumption that ethics and religion have no relevance
to modern history.  This assumption is not criticized
because the point of vantage whence it can be criticized
has been abandoned.  But the fact is that men com-
bine to create a history from which ethics and religion
are excluded, and think themselves realists because
they see that ethics and religion have no obvious
relevance to the product.  Nevertheless, the truth of
morality and religion, which is absolute, cannot be
cheated in that way.   We do not escape from the
dominion of sin by refusing to admit its existence; we
only plunge the more deeply into it.   A pplitical
situation to which morality and religion have^ no
relevance is one whose end is death. If men's minds
are so insensitive and so complacent that they cannot
feel  the imminence of a divine judgment in ^the
modern world-constellation, if they must have a sign,
other than the signs of the times, it seems as certain as
it seems just that no sign shall be given them.
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